The English Alphabetic Code

sounds | simple code | complex code graphemes, or spelling alternatives, which are code for the sounds
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-mm % | -me -mb 4 -mn @
/m/ hammer welcomeﬂ thumb % columns
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o %% wa qua =7 | alt E
/O/ octopus watch quallfg%f’j salt = -
u o -ou | -ough Mo
/U/ umbrella% son @/% touch%zﬁ; thoroughfare
L -ll
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/W/ web % wheel penguinﬂ
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sounds

simple code

complex code

oa ow -oe o-e -ough eau
oal oak ! bow yo yo JJ oboe/@l rope -@ dough@ plateau
: -igh -le /%/L I -y alls- i-e ei eye %
llg h/ night tie . behind fly blkeM eider duck eye
ee ea e e-e ey o | -ie -ine
/ee/ eel % eat é emu E concrete Rey V‘\’) chief % sardines
8 -y ke -ey -le = 3
/l ee/ sunnym monkey ﬁ‘ movie EEd
or * -oor ore o -our - war [ﬁ] iy | Wa
/OF/ fork oars door g snore% four < | wardrobe quarter ~ | water Y
aw % -al %‘ -augh | ough 47
dawn sauce chalk caughtQ thought T%i
z -S -se == | -ze
w t ﬁ)
/Z/ zebra % “ | jazz fm fries W cheese breeze #'<
-ng -nk -nc @S&ﬁ-‘
/ngl gong Jungle ‘ /ng k/ ink uncle mﬁi@,‘
v -ve =
/V/ violin J dove ‘?
short -00 -oul =% | -u
lool book Q shouldiia push 'yi
long oo G -ue E u-e 2 -ew -ul @ -ou -0 m -ough ‘
loo] moon blue flute  o&f crew -4 fruit soup Lg— move through
-X -ks g -cks <} -kes -X % -gs
/kS/ fox d books ducks & cakes @ /92/ exam pegs Z
/Ch/ ch . * -tch /chu/ -Fure =
chairs patch picture
sh g Z &) -ti -ci -ssi
/S h/ sheep chef \6{ statlon% magician admission
unvoiced | th @\ voiced th &
Ith] thistle = Ith there
[kw/ | ﬁ
queen
ou o] ow -ough
/OLl/ ouch @ owl ﬁ plough
ol |t @ (o & T
ointment toy You may '
-ue u )@1 u-e | ew o eu discover further
/900/ statue ‘x unicorn tube §\ new \@g pneumatic code.
er & | ir ur ¢ and | wor Grey dashes
/er/ mermaid% birthday nurse earth world ;ﬁ:l;ﬁ;ﬁr
schwa -er -our -re -ar 7%}’ -or ] letter/s-sound
ler] ‘uh’ | mixer % humour theatre collar 3 sailor& _LCSOU:EE:LT;“CQ
ar 2 | a alm -alf -alves begin a word.
/CU’/ artist & J‘atheriﬂ palm half & calves
o air -are -ear -ere = Hollow letters
/alr/ hair a hare s bear ” where % fée\r/;:&eugeader
eer -ler possible
el L.
/eer/ deer L ears % cashier % pronunciations.
/Zh/ -si -S 'i g % -ge % by Debbie
television | treasure courgette collage Hepplewhite

The complexities of the English Alphabetic Code:
one sound (phoneme) can be represented by one, two, three or four letters: e.q. /a/ a, [fl ph, [igh/ igh, [oa/ ough
one sound can be represented by multiple spelling alternatives (graphemes): e.g. /oal: o, oa, ow, oe, o0-e, eau, ough

1.
2.

3.

one grapheme can represent multiple sounds: e.g. ‘ough’: foa/ though, /or/ thought, /oo/ through, /ou/ plough, /u/ thorough
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